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OPINION 
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T. STANLEY, Administrative Law Judge: Pursuant to California Revenue and Taxation
Code (R&TC) section 19324, 1 Robin Mansfield (deceased) and Barbara Mansfield (appellants) 

appeal an action by the Franchise Tax Board (FTB or respondent) in denying appellants' claim 
for refund in the amount of $20,554 for the 2015 tax year. 

Appellants waived their right to an oral hearing; therefore, this matter is being decided 
based on the written record. 

ISSUE 

The issue presented in this appeal is whether appellants have shown that their late 

payment of tax for the 2015 taK year was due to reasonable cause and not due to willful neglect. 

FACTUAL FINDINGS 

1. Appellants filed a timely joint 2015 California income tax return (Form 540) on October

12, 2016, reporting federal adjusted gross income (AGI) of$4,635,897 artd a reported

total tax of $573,870.

1 Unless otherwise indicated, all "Section" references are to sections of the California Revenue and Taxation Code. 












